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REVIEW 
 
This beautiful hardback volume in both French and 
English is initially a pleasure on the eye. The concept 
has been well thought out and even at a fairly 
expensive price of €70 plus freight. It would seem a 
reasonable buy as there are publications on 
butterflies for many of the other islands in the Indian 
Ocean (Madagascar being the big exception). 
Seychelles, Reunion and Mauritius have been well 
covered in the literature but there is nothing complete 
in one volume on the Comoros. 
 
The book is well laid out, with a section introducing 
and explaining the Comoro Islands, followed by a 
chapter on butterflies, including their morphology 
and biology, mimicry and myrmecophily, 
conservation and some of what still needs to be 
researched within Comorian butterflies populations. 
It is a pity that the illustration (Fig. 1) is of a 
European butterfly larva, when images of local 
larvae are so readily available. There is a section on 
Comorian Butterflies and how they fit into the 
general scheme of the butterflies of these islands and 
the neighbouring Indian Ocean islands, including 
Madagascar. 
 
This is followed by a taxonomic section (170 pp. and 
42 plates). The photographs were all taken at the 
Natural History Museum, London (NHM), which 
has the largest butterfly collection in the world. 
Other collections such as the Musée Naturelle 
Histoire Paris (MNHP) and the African Butterfly 
Research Institute (ABRI) collection in Nairobi were 
not examined. Unfortunately these final two sections 
are littered with errors, and there was clearly 
insufficient consultation with the available experts. 
The specimens illustrated in far too many cases are 
not from the Comoros Islands and in some cases 
don’t even resemble the Comorian populations. This 
is inexcusable since specimens largely exist, but 
were clearly not examined. 

 
The first blunder made is with Papilio dardanus, 
with the Comorian race being humbloti, and 
probably the most distinctive of all the races. The 
illustrations show the Madagascar race meriones, 
which has certainly never been seen in the Comoros 
Islands. In addition the Papilio epiphorbas, 
Graphium evombar and Pseudacrea glaucina photos 
are all of Madagascar specimens. The Comoros 
Islands populations are either in the NHM, or could 
have been easily be accessed. The photographs of 
Artitropa erinnys, Charaxes castor, Pseudacraea 
lucretia and Antanartia dimorphica (sex wrong i.e. 
female not male) and are all African mainland races. 
Whilst they have a varying resemblance to their 
Comorian counterparts, anybody with in-depth 
knowledge should know this, and the local expertise 
does exist. 
 
Several species are illustrated e.g. Mylothris and 
Charaxes at hugely differing sizes which confuses 
the reader, since they are of similar size and in the 
case of the cover species Charaxes viossati the male 
is too big whereas the female is almost correctly 
sized. Several species previously unlisted to the 
islands should have been illustrated whereas some 
that are listed do not occur in the Comoros. 
 
The reader is left with the impression that this 
publication should have been much more thoroughly 
proof read. Hopefully the authors will find time to 
correct the numerous scientific errors in any future 
edition such as a cheaper paperback. 
 
There is a rumour of a companion volume being 
planned for Madagascar. This would fill a huge gap 
in the butterfly literature of this part of the world 
which only exists with many parts in outdated forms.  
Major revisions of the Satyridae and Hesperiidae of 
Madagascar are currently in hand by experts. The 
authors list 301 butterfly species for Madagascar – 
but it is at least 330 and still growing. So if it is true 
that a Madagascar book is being planned then it must 
be done with much more scientific rigor and careful 
proof reading. The concept is excellent but the 
scientific content is strewn with error and such a 
mistake should not be repeated. 
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